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SUBJECT: STATEMENT OF NORMAN A. WULF, CHAIRMAN, THIRD 
COMMITTEE, INFORMAL MEETING ON MARINE SCIENTIEIC RESEARCH 

1 . TEXT OF STATEMENT BY NORMAN A. WULF MADE TO THIRD 
COMMITTEE ON APRIL 28, 1978 EOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT: 

MR. CHAIRMAN, 

MY DELEGATION WOULD HAVE WISHED TO SEE A TEXT ON 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FAR DIFFERENT FROM THE ONE THAT 
EMERGED FROM NEGOTIATIONS AT THE LAST SESSION. WE DEEPLY 
REGRET THE RESTRICTIONS AND UNCERTAINTIES REGARDING THE 
CONDUCT OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH THAT EMERGED. EVEN 
INTERNATIONAL WEATHER PREDICTION CAPABILITIES-OF 
IMMEDIATE BENEFIT TO THE POOR AND GREAT ALIKE, AND OF HARM 
TO NO ONE-MAY BE IMPAIRED BY THESE TEXTS. THERE IS NO 
DOUBT THAT WE WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY PURSUADING THOUGHTFUL 
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AND INTERNATIONALLY-MINDED SCIENTISTS TO SUPPORT 
RATIFICATION OF SUCH AN EVENTUAL TREATY. IT IS IRONIC 
THAT SUCH CONSISTENT AND DEDICATED SUPPORTERS OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRY ASPIRATIONS SHOULD BE HURT SO BADLY IN THIS 
TREATY. 

NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE PREPARED TO RESPECT THE INTEGRITY OF 
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THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS IF OTHERS ARE PREPARED TO DO THE 
SAME. WE WILL NOT OBJECT TO THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH TEXT 
IF MINOR CORRECTIONSAREMADE THAT BRING IT INTO FULL 
CONFORMITY WITH THE TEXTS NEGOTIATED AMONG HEADS OF 
DELEGATIONS AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES. THE GROUP THAT 
CONDUCTED THESE NEGOTIATIONS WAS A BROADLY BASED 
REPRESENTATIVE GROUP. THIS NEGOTIATED TEXT MADE ONLY 
SLIGHT MODIFICATION IN THE PROPOSAL YOU PRESENTED TO THIS 
COMMITTEE LAST YEAR. INDEED, FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW, THE 
CHANGES WERE MUCH LESS FAR-REACHING THAN WE WOULD HAVE 
LIKED. 

IN ANY EVENT, THIS NEGOTIATED TEXT WAS PRESENTED TO THE 
COMMITTEE AT THE END OF THE LAST SESSION. THERE WAS NO 
INDICATION THAT THE NEGOTIATED COMPROMISE WAS UNACCEPTABLE. 
THEREFORE, MY DELEGATION CANNOT ACCEPT YOUR STATEMENT 
THAT FURTHER CHANGES IN THE COMPROMISE FORMULA WERE 
NECESSARY. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS NEGOTIATED TEXT SHOULD BE 
FULLY REFLECTED IN THE FUTURE CONFERENCE TEXT. LET ME 
REITERATE ALL WE SEEK ARE SOME CHANGES WHICH BRING THE 
ICNT IN STRICT CONFORMITY WITH THE NEGOTIATED TEXT. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THIS COMMITTEE UNDER- 
STAND THAT MORE THAN JUST THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH TEXT 
IS INVOLVED. NEGOTIATIONS ANYWHERE IN THIS CONFERENCE 
CANNOT SUCCEED UNLESS IT IS POSSIBLE TO RELY ON THE 
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INTEGRITY OF REPRESENTATIVE NEGOTIATING FORUMS, PARTICULAR- 
LY AT THE HEAD OF DELEGATION LEVEL, SUPPORTED BY RELEVANT 
CONFERENCE OFFICERS. NOW, MORE THAN EVER IN THE HISTORY 
OF OUR CONFERENCE, THIS POINT IS CRITICAL. THE PRESIDENT 
AND THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, OF COURSE, BEAR SPECIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS REGARD. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, AS FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE TEMPTED TO TRY TO 
SEEK EVEN MORE RESTRICTIONS ON SCIENCE, WE WILL NOT TAKE 
THE COMMITTEE'S TIME REPEATING OUR SUBSTANTIVE ARGUMENTS. 

WE ASK ONLY THAT THEY AND THEIR HEADS OF DELEGATION 
CONSIDER ALL OF THEIR INTERESTS IN A WIDELY RATIFIED LAW 
OF THE SEA TREATY BEFORE MAKING PROPOSALS THAT MIGHT 
SERIOUSLY HARM THE PROSPECTS FOR SUCH A TREATY. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, YOU ARE, OF COURSE, IN THE HANDS OF THE 
COMMITTEE. BUT YOU ARE ALSO ITS LEADER. WE CAN DO NO 
MORE HERE THAN APPEAL TO YOUR SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO 
THE INTEGRITY OF THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS, TO THE PRINCIPLE 
OF CONSENSUS, AND TO THE GOAL OF A WIDELY RATIFIED TREATY. 

THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN. END TEXT. RICHARDSON 
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